The role of idiotype vaccines in the treatment of human B-cell malignancies.
Twelve years after the first formal demonstration that it is possible to vaccinate a cancer patient against an antigen derived from his/her own tumor, idiotype vaccines are now well into Phase III clinical trials for the treatment of follicular lymphoma. Meanwhile, their potential has also begun to be explored in other non-Hodgkin's lymphoma settings, such as that of mantle cell lymphoma. Another well known field of potential application for idiotype vaccines is that of multiple myeloma. However, the currently available results, even with the advent of dendritic cells, seem to be less promising than those obtained in lymphoma, to such an extent that idiotype vaccines are currently tested in multiple myeloma patients in the context of more aggressive therapeutic strategies.